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Professional Accountancy Organization and Accounting Technician Qualification Workshop
Session Description

May 19 — 21, 2025
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Venue: Hayatt Regency

Event Background

With the objective of increasing the number of suitably qualified accounting technicians to serve both the public
and private sectors in Ethiopia and South Sudan, the World Bank, through the Foundational Accounting and
Financial Management Skills Enhancement (FASE) Program, is supporting the design and implementation of an
Accounting Technician training program and certification process. This initiative is part of the broader rollout of
the Accounting Technician Qualification for Africa (ATQA), in which Ethiopia is actively participating. Public
Accountancy Organizations (PAOs) play a critical role in this process. Accordingly, the Program is also providing
support to the establishment and operationalization of a PAO in Ethiopia.

A World Bank technical assistance mission was carried out in November 2024 and March 20025 to support the
development and rollout of the Accounting Technician Qualification for Africa (ATQA) in Ethiopia and South
Sudan as part of the FASE Program. It was then agreed to conduct a PAO workshop as a knowledge sharing
event in Addis Ababa bringing regional seasoned PAOs and Pan Africa Federation of Accountants (PAFA) to share
experiences on PAO including on ATQ frameworks with the Accounting and Auditing Board of Ethiopia (AABE)
and stakeholders in the country.

The primary aim of the workshop is to facilitate knowledge exchange on ATQA frameworks and PAO operations.
Specifically, the workshop will: (i) Share experiences on the establishment and implementation of ATQA
frameworks, including key considerations in planning, strategy development, and roadmap execution; and
(ii) Provide insights into PAO organization and operationalization, with a particular focus on ATQA rollout,
understanding the roles and responsibilities of PAOs and regulatory bodies, and exploring the broader challenges
and opportunities associated with both PAO development and ATQA rollout and implementation.

The workshop will be a public, in-person event jointly organized by the World Bank and the Accounting and
Auditing Board of Ethiopia (AABE). It is envisioned as an open three-day workshop designed to foster
engagement and knowledge exchange. Each session will feature expert presentations followed by interactive
guestion-and-answer segments and panel discussions. The workshop will adopt an interactive and informative
approach, with the aim of not only sharing insights but also guiding future actions and facilitating ongoing
support and collaboration.

Sessions - Presentations and Discussions

The sessions are outlined and scheduled as follows. The sessions’ contents are presentations by the participants
followed by discussions on each presentation and panel discussion with select panelists on key agendas.



DAY ONE

B e~

10:00 am —10:30 am The Opening Remarks and Keynote Addresses will set the tone and direction for the
workshop, highlighting the significance of the workshop from broader perspectives. They
will provide valuable insights that inform discussions and activities during the workshop.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Speakers Maryam Salim, World Bank, Division Director for Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan and Eritrea
: country offices

H.E. Eyob Tekalegn, PhD, State Minister, MoF

Manuel Vargas, Practice Manager, Institutions GP, World Bank

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
B e~

Session 2 The Big Picture: Federal Government of Ethiopia's Key Macro Economic Reforms and the
Role of Accountancy Profession and the PAO

10:40—-11:00 am This session will provide an overview of the macroeconomic reforms of the country,
including transparency and accountability, fiscal discipline, capital markets, and private
sector-led development and the pivotal role the accountancy profession and PAQO play in
supporting these reforms. The reforms encompass both the public and private sector.
Capacity to implement these reforms in both sectors is critical. This session therefore aims
to highlight the critical importance of a well-regulated accountancy profession and PAO
in supporting, fostering and sustaining these reforms.

e Presentations will be made by the Ministry of Finance
e Reflections will be made by a discussant from the World Bank, and
. o Q&Adiscussion to address any questions that may arise.

Presenter Frehiwot Handamo, Macro Expert, MoF
Discussant Samuel Mulugeta, Economist, World Bank
Moderator Zohra Farooq Nooryar, Senior Financial Management Specialist, World Bank
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11:00 am-12:00 pm Presentation by Accounting and Auditing Board of Ethiopia (AABE)- on:

e Brief overview of Accountancy profession in Ethiopia: to provide a clear understanding
: of the accountancy profession in Ethiopia, including its history, current practices, and
: key players.

e Regulatory framework in Ethiopia: highlight the compliance requirements and legal
: landscape affecting accountancy & audit practices, including relevant laws,
_ regulations, standards, and regulatory bodies.

e QOpportunities and Challenges and way forward: will discuss key opportunities and
: challenges in the accountancy & audit profession in Ethiopia, highlighting envisaged
growth areas, possible obstacles, etc.

e Progress on PAO/ATQA establishment: to update on the establishment of the PAO
5 and the ATQA, including milestones, ongoing initiatives, and the way forward

Reflection by discussant Ex DG of AABE

Q&A/Discussions- Questions for AABE to provide clarifications and discussions by the
participants of the workshop.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Presenter Fekadu Agonafir, Acting Director General, Accounting and Auditing Board of Ethiopia

Discussant Hikmet Abdella, CEO, FSD Ethiopia (who was also Ex Director General of AABE)

Moderator i Zohra Farooq Nooryar, Senior Financial Management Specialist, World Bank

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Session 4 Establishing and Operationalizing a Professional Accountancy Organization — Foundational
Steps and Strategic Considerations

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

1:30 pm —2:45 pm EThis presentation will explore the foundational steps and strategic considerations
involved in the establishment and operationalization of PAOs. The session introduce the
Confederation of Asian and Pacific Accountants (CAPA) PAO Maturity Model™ as a
practical framework for assessing and guiding PAO development across key dimensions
such as sustainability, professionalism, member value, and relevance. Participants will
also gain insights into the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC) membership
application process, with a focus on the IFAC Statements of Membership Obligations
(SMOs) and their role in promoting high-quality professional accountancy practices.
Attendees will better understand how emerging and developing PAOs can align with
international standards and position themselves for long-term success.

: Q&A/Discussions-Questions  for  clarifications and  discussions/comments  from
participants of the workshop.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Presenter Alta Prinsloo, Chief Executive Officer, PAFA
Moderator Zohra Farooq Nooryar, Senior Financial Management Specialist, World Bank




........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm This panel brings together leaders from PAOs in Nigeria and Uganda to share diverse
perspectives on the evolving landscape of the accountancy profession. Panelists will
explore the key challenges and emerging opportunities facing the profession—ranging
from regulatory developments and technological disruption to capacity building and
sustainability. The discussion will also examine how well-positioned PAOs are to respond
Eto these dynamics, including their strategic readiness to drive innovation, uphold
standards, and support members in a rapidly changing environment.

Input from other PAOs: Other PAOs in the room will be asked for their input.

Q&A/Discussions: The session will conclude with an interactive Q&A segment, offering
attendees the chance to engage directly with the panelists and other PAOs and contribute
i to shaping the future direction of accountancy in Ethiopia.

Panelists Derick Nkajja, Chief Executive Officer, Institute of Certified Public Accountants of Uganda
: (ICPAU)

Dr. Jemila Alfa Mohammed, Director of Finance, Association of National Accountants of
i Nigeria (ANAN)

Moderator Benjamin Mbolonzi, Director: Quality & Mobility, PAFA, representing the Institute of
Certified Public Accountants of Kenay (ICPAK)

Session 6 The perspective of the Private sector: The role of accountancy professionals and PAOs in
: supporting private sector

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

9:00 am-9:30 am This session explores the significant role of the accountancy profession in promoting
private sector-led growth and the essential reforms required to enhance its contribution.
In addition, the presentation will discuss the role of PAOs in developing/enforcing
accounting standards to ensure consistent, transparent, and reliable financial reporting,
Ethereby fostering a trustworthy business environment. PAOs also offer continuous
professional development programs to ensure accountants possess the latest skills, thus
maintaining the profession's relevance in driving economic growth. Additionally, through
advocacy and policy influence, PAOs engage with government and regulatory bodies to
advocate for policies that support economic development and create a favorable business
environment. It will underscore the services provided by the accountancy profession,
- including:

e Financial Transparency: By fostering investor confidence and facilitating capital flow
' into the private sector.



:  Accurate and Reliable Financial Reporting: Enabling businesses to present credible

: information to potential investors and financial institutions, which is vital for securing
funding both domestically and internationally, thereby driving business expansion

: and economic growth.

e Compliance and Risk Management: Ensuring businesses adhere to local and

: international regulations, identifying and managing financial risks, thus safeguarding
businesses from potential financial pitfalls and contributing to overall economic
stability.

Q&A/Discussions: The session will conclude with an interactive Q&A segment, offering
participants the chance to engage directly with the panel and providing additional insights
into the role of accountancy professionals and PAOs in supporting private sector-led
developments.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Presenter/Speakers Marlon Rolston Rawlins, Senior Financial Sector Specialist, Finance, Competitiveness &
Innovation GP, World Bank

Aynalem Abayneh (PhD), Federal Chamber of Commerce
Abebaw Kassie (PhD), Lecturer, Addis Ababa University

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Session 7 Establishing and operationalizing a PAO in Ethiopia: Insights, Best Practices, and Learnings
- Across Jurisdictions

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

9:30am —12:30 pm Sharing of insights, best practices, and learnings across jurisdictions to inform the
establishment of the PAO in Ethiopia.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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9:30 am — 10:00 am This session will provide an overview of what defines an effective PAO and introduce tools
gand resources designed to support PAOs in their development and performance
: improvement

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

SR

10:00 am -10:20 am | BREAK
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Session 7(b) Key Success Areas (KSAs) Underpinning PAO Effectiveness



10:20am-11:30am This panel discussion will focus on the Key Success Areas (KSAs) that underpin PAO
effectiveness, with direct linkage to the IFAC SMOs. The panelists will share their
respective PAOs’ experiences, achievements, and ongoing efforts related to specific KSAs.
The session will provide comparative insights, identify best practices, and encourage peer
learning across jurisdictions to strengthen PAO performance and alignment with global
standards.

Input from other PAOs: Other PAOs in the room will be asked for their input.

Q&A/Discussions: The session will conclude with an interactive Q&A segment.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Panelists Mandi Olivier, Head: Future Accountant, South African Institute of Chartered Accountants
: (SAICA)

Benjamin Mbolonzi, Director: Quality & Mobility, PAFA, representing ICPAK

Moderator Alta Prinsloo, Chief Executive Officer, PAFA
Session 7(c) Informing Ethiopia’s PAO Journey: Key Lessons from the Region and Roadmap for the

- Future

11:30 am- 12:30 pm Building on the PAO development discussions from Day 1 and Day 2, this session will
explore key lessons from the experiences of PAOs across the region. Representatives from
these PAOs will share their journeys, challenges, and successes, offering practical insights
to inform efforts to establish a robust, credible, and sustainable accountancy profession
in Ethiopia. The session will also aim to provide practical guidance and a roadmap for
stakeholders committed to advancing the profession within the Ethiopian context.

Q&A/Discussions: The session will conclude with an interactive Q&A segment, offering
attendees an opportunity to engage directly with the panelists, share reflections, and
contribute to shaping the design and future direction of the PAO in Ethiopia.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Panelists Derick Nkajja, Chief Executive Officer, ICPAU

Dr. Jemila Alfa Mohammed, Director of Finance, ANAN

Benjamin Mbolonzi, Director: Quality & Mobility, PAFA, representing ICPAK
Mandi Olivier, Head: Future Accountant, SAICA

Moderator i Alta Prinsloo, Chief Executive Officer, PAFA

PP
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........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2:00 pm- 3:00 pm The session explores the crucial role that the Accountancy and Audit profession plays in
Domestic Revenue Mobilization by ensuring the accuracy and reliability of financial
information. It will highlight how the profession helps to maintain transparency and
accountability in government and private sector finances thereby boosting taxpayer
confidence and compliance; assist in detecting and preventing fraud and tax evasion;
provide essential insights for policy formulation and revenue collection strategies. The
presentations/discussion will also shed light on the importance of accountancy/audit
expertise in financial management and reporting to enhance fiscal efficiency, thereby
optimizing revenue generation and utilization. It also explores the PAOs role in ensuring
that ethical professionals are in the market that the Revenue administration can rely on.

: Q&A/Discussions: The Q&A session following the presentation offers the participants the
chance to engage directly with the presenter, ask questions and have clarification of
points raised to help the participants provide their insights regarding the role of
accountancy/audit profession on DRM.

...................................................... et eeseneeseeseseeseeseeseseseeseeseseeseeseeseesteseeseessesessestessessessessessessessessessessseessessessessessesseseeseessessesteseeseestestontontententestontannantaneeneeneeneeneeneennennenennnan

Presenters/ Speakers Rajul Awasthi, Lead Governance Specialist, Institutions GP, World Bank
Abdirahman Eid, State Minister, Ministry of Revenue.

Daniel Getaneh, Head, Association of External Auditors.

Moderator Abiy Demissie, Senior Financial Management Specialist, World Bank
3:00 pm-3:20 pm | BREAK

PP

Session 9 Presentation/discussion on accountancy qualifications
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3:20pm—4:30 pm This session will delve into the essential components of designing and implementing high-
quality professional accountancy qualifications. The discussion will provide a
comprehensive overview of the purpose and objectives of professional qualifications,
with a focus on their role in developing competent, ethical, and future-ready accountants.
Key elements to be covered include the regulatory and legal frameworks that underpin
qualification systems; curriculum design and alignment with international standards;
entry requirements and progression pathways; and the structure of examinations and
assessment methodologies. The session will also explore the processes for accreditation
and licensing, emphasizing quality assurance and alignment with global best practices.
Participants will gain a clearer understanding of how to develop, evaluate, or strengthen
accountancy qualifications to support national and regional professional needs.

There will also be two (2) focused areas: (i) Future ready accountants’ qualifications; and
(i) Accounting Technicians Qualifications

Q&A/Discussions: The Q&A session following the presentation. allow the participants to
clarify on the design and implementation of high-quality professional accountancy
qualifications and the processes for accreditation and licensing; gain deeper insights; and
discuss practical applications specific to Ethiopia contexts.



Lead speakers Isaac Njuguna, Director, Kenya Accountants and Secretaries Examinations Board (KASNEB)

Olivia Eunice Quartey, Senior Manager — Examinations, Institute of Chartered
i Accountants Ghana (ICAG)
Speakers on the Patience Semenya, Head: Centre of Future Excellence (CoFE)— South Africa Institute of
focused areas: Professional Accountants (SAIPA)

Kebiru Momoh, Head of Examinations, Accounting Technician Scheme for West Africa
| (ATSWA)

Panel discussion Laura Aseru Orobia — Chairperson of Public Accountants Examinations Board of Uganda
moderator: :
4:30 pm Wrap up for the day

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PP

Session 10 Presentation on FASE program

9:00am—9:30am i The Presentation explains the FASE program and ATQA to participants. Key aspects such
as background, stakeholder engagement, contextual adaptation, sustainability,
continuous improvement, and alignment with global standards etc.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Presenter/Speaker i Zohra Farooq Nooryar, Senior Financial Management Specialist, the World Bank

Moderator : Abiy Demissie, Senior Financial Management Specialist, World Bank

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Session 11 Presentation on ATQ Framework for Delivery by PAFA

...................................................... L L L L L L L L LA L LA LhLhL ]

9:30am—-10:30 am This session will present the Accounting Technicians Qualification (ATQ) Framework as a
structured pathway for developing mid-tier accountancy professionals who play a critical
Erole in supporting financial reporting, public financial management, and business
operations. Participants will explore the key components of the ATQ Framework,
including its design principles, learning outcomes, curriculum structure, and delivery
models. The session will also cover quality assurance mechanisms, partnerships with
training providers, and integration within national qualification frameworks. Emphasis will
be placed on practical, scalable approaches to implementation that ensure accessibility,
relevance, and progression opportunities for accounting technicians across different
sectors. The session aims to support PAOs, regulators, and training institutions in adopting
or enhancing ATQ programs that meet both national needs and international
benchmarks.



Lead speakers:

Q&A/Discussions: Following the presentation on the accounting technician’s qualification
(ATQ) framework, this Q&A session will provide an invaluable opportunity for participants
to delve deeper into the intricacies of the framework, seek clarifications, and gain insights
from the presenter.

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Evelyn Mwapasa, Director of Effective PAOs, PAFA
Kebiru Momoh, Head of Examinations, ATSWA

Alhassan Yusif Trawule, Head of Training and Development, ICAG

...................................................... N

Moderator

Session 12

Evelyn Mwapasa, Director of Effective PAOs, PAFA

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Presentation on ATQ Ethiopia Strategy/Roadmap

...................................................... e m——m——m"

10:45 am—11:15am

This session presents the draft road map/strategy document prepared for realizing the ATQ
framework for Ethiopia (ATQ-E). It will take participants through the key processes and
activities in the draft ATQ road map/strategy document including the strategic pillars,
milestones/roadmap for launching and implementation of ATQ. It will also highlight the key
ATQ roadmap/strategy SWOT. This will enable group discussions to gather participant
feedback, gain valuable insights for adjusting the roadmap, and obtain practical
experiences from country PAOs to support strategy development and implementation.

...................................................... N

Presenter (s)

11:15am -12:30 pm

John Bosco Ntangaare, Senior Consultant, World Bank and Ashenafi Getachew,
Consultant, World Bank

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................

This session involves an engaging group discussion on the draft ATQ road/strategy to
identify potential issues and seek solutions, highlight areas for improvement, gain
insights, and obtain experiences and lessons from PAFA and country PAOs for effective
roadmap/strategy development and rollout. Each group will summarize the key
discussion points and present which will be input to finalize the roadmap and document
key issues identified in the discussions, experiences and lessons shared from country PAOs
to finalize the roadmap/strategy and roll it out to realize an effective ATQ framework in
i Ethiopia.

USRI



........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Session 14 Pannel Discussion: Reflections/discussions on the three days sessions and key PAO/ATQ E
: takeaways
2:00 pm—3:00 pm i The discussions will delve into the insights and lessons learned from the past three days
to stress key issues and takeaways. It solidifies the steps and strategic considerations
involved in the operationalization of PAOs; the accreditation process by the IFAC and
compliance with the IFAC SMOs; development and rollout of a robust and effective ATQ
roadmap and strategy.

Discussions: Participants will also be given a chance to reflect and engage on any
remaining issues and points.

...................................................... eeteueueeeseseseseaeaessssesesesesesssessssssesesesssesesssessssesesesesesssssssssesesesssesssssssssesesesesssssssssssesesesesesesssssssesesesesesesssssssesesesesesssesssssesesesesesssensssasasans

Panel moderator: i Zohra Farooq Nooryar, Senior Financial Management Specialist, World Bank

...................................................... o e e e e aea e e e e e e a e e a e a A e a AR a e A e RN N AR RN R R Na R RN ERR R RaNReRRaRaEanararnnarany

Panelists i PAFA, WB, PAGs, GOE, GOSS

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

3:00pm — 3:15pm The closing remarks provided by the government and the World Bank at the end of this
: workshop.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Speakers Fikadu Agonafir, Acting Director General, AABE

Zohra Farooq Nooryar, Senior Financial Management Specialist, World Bank
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